MANSFIELD DISTRICT COUNCIL


	Report of the Marketing and Communications Manager 
To

The Head of People and Transformation 
On 12 May 2022


	

	SUPPORT FOR HOSTING THE TOUR OF BRITAIN 2022


1.
SUMMARY
This report seeks approval for additional funds to be allocated in order to host and welcome the Tour Of Britain (‘TOB’) 2022 with a stage five finish in Mansfield on 8 September. A direct contribution of £50,000 is required as financial support to the Tour of Britain and an additional amount of £25,000 is required for event welcoming. 
This is a key decision and has appeared on the list of Key Decisions since the 7 April 2022. 

2.
RECOMMENDATIONS

To be resolved by the Head of People and Transformation:

(i) That up to £25,000 is allocated to the Events budget to support event welcoming, town branding and an official welcome party be delivered.
(ii) That the council contributes £50,000 as a key TOB partner as financial support. This will be allocated from the Towns Fund Destination project.

(iii) That additional £25,000 will be spent on corporate events budget and accounted for in the 2022/3 financial year.

3.
BACKGROUND
3.1 
TOB is the UK’s biggest free spectator event. Each year more than 1.6 million people will come to watch the event. It will be broadcasted around the world on Euro Sports and has hours of dedicated coverage on ITV4 and Eurosport which will see Mansfield showcased globally. 

There will be wider press coverage nationally and locally. The event, enjoys extensive coverage across all national press titles, including The Times, Telegraph, Guardian, Independent, Mirror and Observer.  Media partnerships agreed in all regions the race visits, provide advertising rights and exposure for key event venues and partners. The media value for a single stage is estimated at £2.8m. 
3.2
The event will put Mansfield on the map and in the spotlight as a host venue. There are direct promotional benefits to hosting the finish and this aligns with the district’s place shaping aspirations. 

  3.3 
In 2018 35,000 visitors attended the Mansfield stage seven finish. This started in West Bridgford bringing a net expenditure of £390,752, a Return on Investment (ROI) for the full event of round 7.81 and supported 5.2 FTEs.  A full economic impact assessment will be provided by Tour of Britain after the event. 

3.4    Hosting the Tour of Britain will demonstrate once again the council’s ability to stage major events, inspire our community to become more active (legacy figures show that cycling uptake increases in host regions after the race) and help to instil civic pride in our town.

3.5     Mansfield will host 8km of the race with a stage five festival finish in Mansfield town centre at Chesterfield Road South. The details of the route will be announced at a local launch in early summer. The route will pass schools, residential areas and businesses and thousands of people will be able to line the streets, meet the cyclists and enjoy a major welcoming event.  Appropriate event plans and Safety Advisory Groups are in place to ensure that the event is delivered safely and effectively.  The council shall host the major event on 8 September and work with community groups to ensure that communities maximise the opportunity of having the race pass through their neighbourhood. The stage will enter the district at Warsop and head through the areas of Mansfield Woodhouse, Forest Town and through the wards of Racecourse, Portland and Woodlands.   

3.6
This event is another opportunity to showcase Mansfield and put our town on the map as a safe, friendly and welcoming location. We hope that is will help to attract more visitors to the district not just for the race but in the future and in particular to spend money in our town centres.
4.
OPTIONS AVAILABLE
4.1    To approve additional funds so that appropriate arrangements can be made to 
         fund and support the event (preferred option)

4.2 
That the council withdraws support for the event 

5.
RISK ASSESSMENT OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND OPTIONS
	Risk 
	Risk Assessment 
	Risk Level 
	Risk Management 

	Reputational 
	There is a significant opportunity to raise the profile of the district by hosting this event. The event has a good track record and is in its 14th year.

	Low 
	Working with partners to maximise community engagement, legacy and brand placement.

	Financial 

	Risk of event overspend.
	Low
	No increased expenses are anticipated. Budget monitoring will be in place.


6.
ALIGNMENT TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES

6.1
Hosting a major event supports the council’s ambition for Destination Mansfield. Raising awareness and interest in cycling will contribute to the district’s wellbeing agenda and additional spend in the town aligns to the council’s economic growth objectives to create income and support local businesses. 
7.
IMPLICATIONS
(a) Relevant legislation.
          The event will be organised and aligned to the requirements of the Safety Advisory Group, Emergency Planning regulations and Purple Book guidance on event management. 

(b)       Human Rights - None
(c)
Equality and Diversity – None. 
(d)
Climate change and environmental sustainability
Encouraging healthier and more environmentally friendly transport options
(e)
Crime and Disorder – None however the Tour does demonstrate the benefits of cycling safely. Will encourage cycling as a hobby and lifestyle choice and engage with young people. 

(f) 
Budget /Resource - £25,000 is required to be transferred to the corporate event budget. £50,000 is allocated in the Towns Fund Destination Marketing and any overspends are accounted for in the general fund. 
8.
COMMENTS OF STATUTORY OFFICERS
(a) S151 Officer – No specific comments.

(b) Monitoring Officer – No specific comments. 
(c) Head of People and Transformation
The Tour of Britain project is consistent with the Council’s corporate objective to support the vibrancy of our district and ambitions to further develop the promotion of the town as a destination experience. There is also an opportunity to build a legacy from the event in terms of increased community participation and active healthy participation. This represents a great opportunity to showcase Mansfield and area to a national and international audience through TV and media coverage. As such this is excellent value for money and I fully recommend supporting the event.
